cember 1994;49:1193-1200), the control of tuberculosis in the community -both in terms of patient management and contact tracingsits uneasily on the current health care reforms. One factor already alluded to is the ability of hospitals to avoid contracting for these services even though they may be sited in the best places to undertake them.' The process of contact tracing is essentially about the provider requiring the purchaser to purchase with vitually no choice in the matter. A This multi-author book is now the second edition of the text which concentrates on surgical aspects of snoring and sleep apnoea. The contributors are mainly ENT surgeons from the USA. Two of the chapters are by authors recently deceased and, as they were both pioneers in the development of upper airway surgery, these are reprinted from the first edition for their historical and educational significance. There are chapters on the diagnosis and consequences ofobstructive sleep apnoea, followed by the medical management which contains only a relatively brief mention of nasal CPAP therapy. The remainder of the book is concerned with the description of surgical operations and patient selection, which is often out of date. There are some wonderful diagrams of the different variations of uvulopalatopharyngoplasty and the complications of this procedure are discussed. There is a good chapter on anaesthetic aspects, and the book also describes sleep apnoea in children.
It is a great pity that among the wealth of surgical information it is difficult to understand the exact place of upper airways surgery in sleep apnoea, especially in mild disease. We know that patient compliance with CPAP is generally inadequate, while some patients are unable to tolerate the equipment. Although there is an enthusiastic chapter on tracheostomy for CPAP failures, this should only be used exceptionally and further research is required on the role of surgery in these circumstances.
This book is largely aimed at the ENT surgeon and probably its main value is in the description of surgical techniques. I hope that it will stimulate ENT surgeons to evaluate more critically their procedures and the interaction with medical management. However, I would recommend that departmental respiratory libraries obtain a copy for reference and historical interest ofthe wide number of treatments that have been tried in sleep apnoea. - 
